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New Ousters Prompt U.5. 
Vow to ‘Zap ’Em Again’ 
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WASHINGTON-The United 
States is preparing further retalia- 
tion against the Soviet Union. Ad- 
ministraUon officials said Wednes- 
day, in a superpower test of nerves 
that already has resulted in the 
expulsion of 90 diplomats on both 
sides. 
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more tnan it can gain in the 
excnange of diplomatic ousters . 

However, despite the most se- 
vere Washington-Moscow tension 
since a Soviet fighter pilot shot 
down a South Korean airliner in 
1983, U.S. officials said they expect 
arms control talks in Geneva to 
continue because it is not in the 


national interest of either country 
to break them off, at least not now. 

"This action will cast a pall over 
relations, which will make things 
more difficult in any forum," an 
official said. "But arms control is 
what captures public opinion, and 
the Soviets see that as their best 
chance to make propaganda points. 
If they walk out. they would look 
like the obstructionists.” 

Another Administration official 
said: "The arms control communi^ 
is not overly concerned about all of 
this. Reading the tea leaves, we 
conclude that they (the SovieU] 
want to see what we are going to 
put down at (the arms control 
in] Geneva. Until that is done, 
nothing is going to get in their 
way." 

So far, the casualties in the 
expulsion war have been heavily 

weighted against Moscow. In little 
more than a month, 80 Soviet 
diplomats— 42 from the embassy in 
Washington, 13 from the consulate 
in San Francisco and 25 from the 
U.N. mission in New York— have 
been ordered to go home. In re- 
sponse, the Soviets have expelled 
10 American diplomats. 

Adnunistration officials quoted 
by the Associated Press said the 80 
Soviets included the entire leader- 
ship of the KGB and GRU intelli- 
gence agencies in the United* 
States. The officials, who briefed 


land earlier this month), and there 
is no turning back, ... We are 
plMsed that General Secretary 
Gorbachev also suted the Soviet 
desire to move forward from where 
the two sides left off at Reykjavik. 
Much hard work remains, but we 
are ready to get on with it” 


reporters on the condition that 
they not be identified by name, said 
the orders marked “the end of an 
era” in Soviet espionage. 

"The Soviets operated the larg- 
est spy network in the world in the 
United States, but no longer will 
they have a masMve, unchaUenged. 
bloated number of intelligence offi- 
cere here as sobm kind of inherent 
nght or special privUege,” an offi- 
cial said. 

In the latest action, the Soviet 
Umon on Wednesday ousted five 
Americans, four from the embassy 
in Moscow and me from the con- 
sulate in Leningrad. At the same 
time, Moscow announced that with 
a few excepUons, Soviet citizens 
allowed to work 
for the U.S. diplomatic missions. 

A total of 280 Soviets were 
employed as drivers, janitors, cooks 
or other menial wwkers. The Sovi- 
et government said American citi- 
zens sent to replace the Soviet 
service personnel would have to be 
counted against the ceiling on U.S. 
representation— which means, in 
effect, that for every American 
driver or cook sent to Moscow, the 
United States will have to bring 
home a diplomat. 

But an Administration official 
said Washington was “slightly re- 
lieved” that the latest Soviet acUon 
was not more severe. 

"If they had wanted to carry the 
tit-for-tat matter to its logical 
conclusion, they could have thrown 
out 50 or 55 diplomats," the official 
said. "The loss of the Russian 
workers will cause some delays in 
services and some dislocation, but 
we can get by. We can use motor 
pools, double up and tighten ig).” 

The latest Soviet action was 
announced shortly before Soviet 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev at- 
tacked the United States in a 
speech carried on Soviet television. 
Gorbachev described the U.S. ex- 
pulsion orders as "outrageous” and 
said the Soviets had no choice but 
to retaliate. 

In a surprisingly conciliatory 
response to the Gorbachev speech. 
White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes said late Wednesday: "We 
believe an historic breakthrough 
occurred in Reykjavik (at the su- 
perpower summit meeting in Ice- 


Speakes did not mention the 
latest Soviet expulsion in his writ- 
ten statement 

^er since SUte Department 
spokesman Charles Redman an- 
n«mced the expulsion of 55 Soviet 
diplomats Tuesday. Sute Depart- 
m ent o fficials have been in the 
forefront of an Administration pub- 

of.:”*® support of the 

acUon. For instance. Under Secre- 
tary of sute Michael tt Armacost. 
interviewed Wednesday by CBS 
described the U.S. expulsion as 
reasonable” and asserted, “We’ve 
got to Mmpete where we're chal- 
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Nwertheless, SUU Department 
officials said privately that the 
o«P^®ent argued against the 
«apulirion before Reagan 
decided to go ahead with it A 
fwTner CIA of ficial said the aven^ 
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A Sute Department maxim holds 
that ‘a spy identified is a spy 
neutralized,” By that theory, the 
department would rather let Mos- 
cow keep known spies in the 
United SUtes than allow it to 
replace them with new ones whose 
characteristics and methods of op- 
erating are unknown. From th» 
CIA’s persp ective, both natio n.^ ima 
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_ U.S. Ei mbaasy staff in Mogcow to be 
kept as large as possible." 

One Sute Department official 


said Atty. Gen, EJwiii Meese III 
was the main force behind the 
expulsions of the 55 Soviets. An 
FBI official agreed that the Justice 
Department and the FBI were 
consistent in their view that a 
reduction in the Sov.et Embassy 
staff would "give us 'rs.? (spies) to 
watch." 

"Mee.se wa.s ;i v.^ry big placer." 
the State Dej^artincnt official -aid. 
“It is part of his agenda. He is the 
chief cop, and he says he wants 
them out.” 
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The debate over the size of 
Soviet diplomatic missions has 
been going on for years, and the 
arguments in favor of Tuesday's 
expulsions were little changed 
from the arguments the Justice 
Department and FBI used earlier in 
unsuccessful attempts to persuade 
the White House to force a reduc- 
tion in the Soviet diplomatic repre- 
sentation. 

Why did the Administration de- 
cide to move now? Redman said the 
most important reason was that 
Washington had warned the Sovi- 
ets against retaliating for the ex- 
pulsion of the Soviet diplomats 
from the United Nations, saying 
that Washington would order a 
reduction in the Soviet Embassy 
and Consulate staffs to bring them 
down to the number of Americans 
stationed in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad. The Soviets ignored the 
warning and ordered a retaliatory 
expulsion Sunday. 

At that point, Redman said, the 
United States was committed to 
following through on its threat. 
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